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To Whom It Hay Concern : 

T h e  c o m ~ &  are submitted in mrence to Docket No. APHIS-2007-0095. 

As Director of the Arima Department of Agricuttue, X support the pmposed rule 
adding San Luis, Arizona, as a port through which attle that have been i n w d  with 
or exposed to fever ticla or tick-borne diseases may be imported into the United 
States. This rule will benefit both U.5. and M a i m  cattlemen by redudng rests and 
enhance the well-being of the animals - wmlout Increasing the level of risk la 
Arizona's or our natlon's caffle population, 

While the Afizona Begarhnent of Agriwlture, has worked to enhance cattle trade with 
Sonom, our efforts have always been based on sound science, Our efforts to 
increase trade have never been at the expense of increasing the risk to wr own 
cattle Industry. We have worked dtrectIy with Sonora on their animal health 
programs, induding thdr tick program, since the early 1990's and know firsthand 
abut their efhm to prevent the introduction of tldrs from other Mexican states, a 
strategy that not mly r e d u a  the risk to their cattle, but alw the risk to Arizona 
cattle. Sonom's "tick barrief has been In place on thdr southern border for decades 
using the same impedion and dipping pmtomls as are employed at all U.S. ports of 
entry. To further Mute the risk to US. cattle, cattle that cross at any Adzona port- 
of- ate subject to the same I(1sf~~Hon and dipping protom! as cattle that e m s  
at other U.S. ports. Thus, there would be no added risk to approving the San Luis 
port to handle M e  from "tidry" states/ams. This is the same mndusion mched 
in the risk analysis conducted by the Centers for Epidemiology and Animal Health of 
the Unitd Stat= Ikparbnmt of Agriculture, Animal and Plant Health Inspeetian 
Service, Veterinary Services. 

The Arizona Department of Agrfcutture supports this pm- rule and I urge yw to 
implement it rapidly. This is a rational economic decision, will benefit both countries, 
is in the best inkrests of the cattle, and will not Increase the level of risk related to 
caffle fever tjckE. Our State Veterinarian will submit additional commenls addressing 
the proposal h detail. 

Director 


